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“His slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds 

you might uproot the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest…” (Mt 13:28-30). 

 

Once when I was on retreat, my retreat directory had me pray with the parable of the wheat and the weeds. I did 

not get much fruit out of the prayer because I was not sure what my director wanted me to do. The parable did 

not seem to match up with any of the other scriptures I was praying with and did not seem to fit the theme of the 

retreat. I was confused and frustrated and finally I resigned myself to going back to my director and telling him 

I didn’t get it.  

 

When I went back to my director, he explained that the pray was about patience. He gave me a self-reflective 

reading of this parable. The field is your soul. The good seed is the virtues and good God has placed within your 

heart and the weeds are your imperfections and vices that have not yet been purged. When we find these 

imperfections, they make us uncomfortable and we want to tear them up, but sometimes God wants to bring 

greater good through our weaknesses and imperfections.  

 

I then understood the irony of my response to this prayer. I wanted to pray the prayer correctly, to do it perfect 

and when I could not, I grew impatient and frustrated. The prayer was all about facing my imperfection and all I 

wanted to do was run away.  

 

The parable of the wheat and the weeds is usually understood externally. The field is the world and the good 

seeds are the children of the kingdom and the weeds are the children of evil one. (Matt 13: 36-38). This is the 

interpretation that Jesus himself gives, but I think the interior interpretation my retreat director gave is 

complementary to the external one. Whenever we encounter something wrong or evil, either in the world or in 

ourselves, we instinctively want to get rid of it. This instinct is correct because the wrong is not supposed to be 

there. We correctly long for perfection, because we were made by a perfect God, who made the world to be 

“very good” (Gen 1:31). So, we seek to tear up the evil weeds we find in our lives, but in our impatience, we 

can pull up some good that can only come by leaving the weeds alone until the right time.  

 

When I was in the seminary and I would come across these imperfections in myself, one of the priests would 

tell me, “Stay with the tension.” He was saying I need to stay in that uncomfortable place of imperfection, until 

I learned what God wanted me to learn. I had to be content to be an incomplete work of the master craftsman. In 

the composing of any work of art, there is an intermediate stage where the image does not look good at all. The 

vision of the artist has not yet become a reality. It is incomplete and therefore imperfect, full of flaws and things 

that should not be there. If the artist rejects the work then and there, because of its imperfection, it will never be 

completed. The artist has to “stay with the tension” of its current imperfection to bring the work to its perfect 

completion.  

 

This is the cross of imperfection. One we all must bear as we are imperfect creatures living in an imperfect 

world. But if we accept our imperfections and the imperfections of this world allowing and responding to God 

to remove these weeds in His time, He will bring all things to perfection.  

 

We have a special invitation to bear this cross of imperfection at this time. As we enter the sixth month of this 

pandemic, I find the greatest struggle to be my impatience. We all just want things to return to normal. We want 

to tear up the weed of Covid. We wonder why God has not done so yet. Maybe you are experiencing something 

similar in your personal life as well. Maybe there is some “weed” some struggle or challenge you want God to 

pull out of the field of your life and He hasn’t yet. In either case, I think we are invited to “stay with the 

tension.” God wants to meet us there in the midst of our pain, our struggles, and our imperfection. It is here that 

He does His best work if we just let Him. The time of harvest will come, and the weed of this pandemic will 



pass, and God will bring great good from all our struggles. As Saint Paul says, “I consider that the sufferings of 

this present time are as nothing compared with the glory which shall be revealed for us” (Rom 8:18). So be 

patient, God’s not finished with us yet.  


